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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Charter Primary School!  The school is looking 
very festive and the children have been busy making their goodies ready to sell at the 
Christmas fair.  I thoroughly enjoyed hosting the Dragon’s Den style assembly on Monday – 
we definitely have some budding entrepreneurs in school! 
 
We have recently had a compliment from a member of the local authority about the 
“exemplary behaviour” of so many of our children.  This means so much to us as a staff as 
we are working so hard on ensuring that our school is somewhere the children are proud of.  
Recently, Mr Gardiner and I have been focusing on the progress the children are making in 
school, particularly in reading and vocabulary.  I am thrilled with the rapid progress many 
of our children have already made in the short time since September – they and you 
should be very proud of their excellent attitude to their learning. 
 
Thank you for supporting our plea to return reading books to school.  We have had a vast 
amount of books returned so our bookshelves can start to look a little fuller and children 
once again have a lovely variety to choose from. 
 
Daily lunchtime clubs have recently been introduced so that children have a choice of 
where to go.  I have included the timetable for these clubs at the bottom of this page so 
that you can talk to your child/ren about what they might like to do.  As these clubs grow 
in popularity, we will be looking at introducing more over time. 
 
I am delighted to share with you that we will be welcoming another tiny addition to the 
Charter family later next year – Mrs Morgan is expecting a baby and we wish her all the 
best. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all over the next couple of weeks at the many special events 
we have planned.  Once again, I would like to thank you all for your support in making 
these events so special for the children. 
 
 
Mrs Stewart 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Well done to this fortnight’s attendance winners: 6T with 97.03% 
 
Currently, our whole school attendance is on 94.9% which is slipping a little.  I know we have some tummy bugs and colds 
going around but please help us in ensuring that wherever possible, the children are in school and ready to learn every 
day. 
 
School starts at 8.45am so I look forward to welcoming you with a smile ready to start the school day and don’t forget 
that senior leadership just might greet you with a sticker for the early bird club. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Phoenix Nursery 
The two and three year olds commemorated St Andrew’s Day on Friday. They learned about St Andrew and found 
out that he is the patron saint of Scotland. They then made shortbread to celebrate and they all agreed it was 
delicious! 

 
Charter Nursery 
In Nursery, we have been looking for signs of winter and talking about how the weather is changing and getting 
colder. We have explored circles and have painted them and used them to create snowmen. We also practised our 
counting skills by counting how many buttons were on each snowman.  We celebrated St Andrew’s Day on Friday 
and created our own flags. 

 
RW and R/1B 
In RW and R/1B we have been exploring the ‘Percy the Park Keeper’ stories by Nick Butterworth. We have enjoyed 
Percy’s adventures and we have learned a lot about his animal friends. 

On Monday 26th November we went to the Memorial Park to see if we could 
find a real Percy. We learned that a park keeper does have lots of jobs making sure the park is kept tidy for 
everybody to enjoy. We also saw some brave squirrels who were not frightened of us. While we were there we 
thought about how the season is changing from autumn to winter and we looked for signs of winter. We had to wear 
coats, hats, scarves and gloves as it is much colder than when we went to Ten Shilling Wood looking for signs of 
autumn. We saw lots of bare trees and many of the leaves left on the ground are rotting away. 
What a great time we had! 

Mrs Tite (Assistant Headteacher) 
 

Years 1 and 2 
A big thank you for helping your children with covering their homework books. The books look fantastic and it was 

great to see the children’s pride in their efforts. The books are so individual with many reflecting the children’s 

interests – just lovely! At Parent’s Evening, many of you asked about homework and how you can support your 

child’s learning at home, in addition to reading every day with your child. Each week there will be a piece of 

homework in your child’s homework book, linked to teaching and learning that has taken place in English or Maths. 

The aim of the homework book is to give children an opportunity to practice something they have learnt at school.  

Usually, homework books are sent home on a Friday and we ask that they are returned on the following Monday or 

Tuesday. This gives teachers time to have a look through the books to see how the children have got on, before 

sending home the next piece of homework. Please do come and let us know how the children are getting on and 

don’t hesitate to speak to us if you or your child are unsure about something.  We are always more than happy to 

help. This week sees our annual Enterprise Day, where the children design and make things to sell at our Christmas 

Fete. 1/2K and 2M are going to be getting creative and making, amongst other things, a Christmas coaster that 

hopefully you will be able to buy and treasure for years to come. The Christmas Fete is this Friday (7th December) 

after school. Rehearsals for our Christmas play – It’s a Baby! – get underway this week and we hope you will be able 

to join us for one of the performances.  We have two performances: Monday 17th December in the afternoon and 

Tuesday 18th December in the evening. If for any reason your child will not be able to return to school for the 

evening performance please can you let their teacher know. Tickets will be available soon. If your child has a 

speaking part in the play please can you help them to learn their lines – the louder the better as the hall can be a big 

space to fill and we have a fabulous story to tell. We also have some wonderful songs and dances too, 

choreographed by the talented Mrs Henry.  I think you are in for a real treat.  Happy December to you all.  

Mrs Hart (Deputy Headteacher and Year1/2 Phase Leader) 



 

 

Years 3 and 4 

Years 3&4 have been all about exciting outdoor learning this last couple of weeks! During 

Commando Joe, our children have been improving their teamwork skills and have worked on 

building shelters outdoors. Commando Jo was incredibly impressed with the phase and said 

that she had never seen all of the groups succeed in building a shelter in such a short space 

of time which just goes to show how hard our children are working towards their seven 

steps, particularly collaboration in this instance.  

The children have also worked with Mrs Ward in our forest school and all had a go at planting 

tree saplings and bulbs to make our outdoor environment even richer. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed digging with the spades and are excited about nurturing their trees over 

the coming months.  

We have also just started our Scarecrow design and technology mini topic which is linked to 

reading the Scarecrows wedding by Julia Donaldson in our reading lessons. Keep an eye out 

for scarecrows popping up in our school allotment soon. 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support and if you have any concerns or questions, please 

do not hesitate to speak to any member of the team. 
 

  
 
Mrs Balmer (Assistant Headteacher) 
 
 

Year 5 and 6 
Last Friday, Years 5 and 6 visited The National Space Centre in Leicester- a fantastic day was had by all! 
During the visit, we all experienced the astronaut show in the planetarium:  stars whizzing by, becoming 
the astronaut, exploring space and much more – it was wonderful to see how engrossed the children were 
and the looks of awe and wonder on their faces. 
  
The children all participated in a workshop led by staff from the centre. They studied: forces, rockets and 
explored what life would be like in space. 
  
During the spare time we explored the exhibits around the centre, studying each of the planets in turn, 
seeing some real moon rock, interacting with a solar system model, hand-on displays and all children were 
allowed into the ‘Tim Peake experience’ where they saw clips and a simulation of his famous astronaut trip 
to the International Space Station.  We also climbed the rocket tower, a massive 144 steps to make our 
way up the levels until we reached the main display at the top. 
  
The children had an amazing time and have shared their favourite memories in school about the day. We 
are currently producing a persuasive information leaflet for the space centre, advertising the centre and 
the experiences available, these are looking fantastic.  
   
Mrs Taylor (Assistant Headteacher)  

 


