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I would like to start this newsletter with a huge “Thank you” from the school staff for the 
overwhelmingly positive feedback from you all during the school’s review last week.  It 
means a great deal to us all that you feel so supportive of the work that we are doing to 
make life for the children of Charter a great experience. 
 
Our new Charter Family Play sessions are up and running. This wonderful opportunity 
encourages parents & carers to explore and get creative with their little ones in a 
friendly, warm and welcoming setting. If you would like more information, please 
ask at our school office. 
 

 
 
As the children are relaxing in to the school year, I have noticed that their footwear choices 
are also relaxing.  Please could I remind you that school shoes should, ideally, be black.  If 
you are in need of help, please don’t hesitate to apply for assistance from the Children’s 
Boot Fund to purchase a pair of school shoes for your child.  An application form can be 
collected from the school office or you can speak to one of our learning mentors for more 
information. 
 
We have had a small number of children wearing smart watches in school which include a 
small camera.  If a child is found to be wearing a smart watch, they will be asked to 
remove it and it will be held by the school office until the end of the school day.  I would 
really appreciate your support in reminding children that any device that has the ability to 
record, is not allowed in school and should be left at home. 
 
The children who went to sing at Young Voices last week had an amazing time and Mrs 
Hart and Mrs Jeffry told me that they were wonderful ambassadors for Charter Primary 
School.  I think it is wonderful that our children were able to showcase their fantastic 
singing voices in such a large arena.  I believe Tony Hadley even made an appearance! 
 
Since returning to school after Christmas, I have been particularly impressed by the 
learning behaviour that the children are showing.  They are an absolute delight to be 
around and are often full of questions and information that they want to share.  We are 
continuing our focus on vocabulary and the children’s written and spoken work is really 
starting to use some of the new vocabulary they have learned.   
 
Finally, I received some exciting news last week which will see a much warmer start to the 
school day after the half term break.  Watch this space for more details in the next 
newsletter! 
  
Mrs Stewart, 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
This fortnight’s attendance winners: Best attendance 6L (98.8%).  Most improved attendance 5J (up by 4.6%) 
 
Currently, our whole school attendance is on 94.6%.  This is a slight dip from the last newsletter.  I know that this time of 
year sees lots of colds and bugs but please try and get your children to school every day – even if they have a runny nose, 
once they get with their friends, they forget all about feeling a bit under the weather. 
 
School starts at 8.45am and the classroom doors will close at 8.55am so that learning can go on uninterrupted.  If you 
arrive from 8.55am onwards, please use the main entrance. If you are struggling to get to school for 8.45, please let 
myself or the pastoral team know and we can have a chat about how we can support you. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Phoenix Nursery  

In the two year old room the children have been reading the story ‘Alan’s Big Scary Teeth’ by Jarvis. The story is about an 

alligator with a secret. The children have been exploring wild animals and have looked in a range of books to find out more. 

They have talked about which animals they might be able to see in a zoo. They have also been practising their social skills by 

playing together and collaborating when learning. They have tried really hard to listen to their friends and share their own 

ideas. 

 

In the three year old room the children have been creating winter art. They have used their handprints to create snowflake 

pictures. They have also looked closely at arctic animals and have explored ice and frost in the garden and the tuff spot.  

 

Charter Nursery 

 

In our last newsletter you may remember we told you about the bird feeders we made. We have been carefully observing 

our bird feeders and have found that a rather portly squirrel has been taking our bird feeders and eating them for his 

dinner! We had not expected this! 

 
  

The story we have been enjoying is ‘Charlie Crow in the snow’ by Paula Metcalf. We have been exploring ice and thinking 

about words to describe it. Some of the words we found were - ‘slippery’ ‘cold’ and ‘shiny’. We also put paint on the ice and 

watched what happened. We then made icy paint prints.  

 

RW and R/1B 

In RW and R/1B we have been getting inspired by the famous Dutch artist Van Gogh. We studied his painting ‘Starry Night’ 

and then used chalks on black sugar paper to create our own representations of a starry night. Come and look at our art 

gallery to see our masterpieces. 

 

 
 
Mrs Tite (Assistant Headteacher) 
 

Years 1 and 2 
Last week the NSPCC’s Speak out Stay Safe programme visited school. 1/2K and 2M went to an assembly where 

they were given information about how to keep themselves safe from harm and how to get help if they have any 

worries. The children told me they really enjoyed the assembly and they liked meeting the NSPCC mascot 

Buddy. They learnt all about how we should be treated kindly and how to treat others with kindness. If you’d 

like to know more about the NSPCC’s work please visit their website nspcc.org.uk/parents 

We are continuing our focus on reading and currently we are enjoying getting stuck into Lost and Found by 

Oliver Jeffers. Last week we made lots of predictions based on what we had already read and this week we will 

be finishing the story and comparing the book to an animated version. There are lots of lovely children’s books 

by Oliver Jeffers that you might like to share with your child. For example How to Catch a Star; The 

Incredible Book Eating Boy; The Way Back Home; The Great Paper Caper; The Heart and the Bottle. You could 

talk about what is the same and what is different about the books. 

Our Theme in our Creative Curriculum lessons is Home and Away. As part of this we will be taking the children 

out and about for a walk around our local area. We will be taking photographs and spotting physical and human 

features. 

Mrs Hart (Deputy Headteacher and Year1/2 Phase Leader) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 3 and 4 
Over the last couple of weeks in phase 3/4, the children have been exploring the differences between formal 

and informal writing. They have worked hard on writing informal and formal letters in particular and have written 

an informal letter to their friends and a formal letter to Mr Gardiner inviting them into our school. 

 

The children have also been learning a lot about Europe. They have explored different types of maps and studied 

different countries to write country fact files. The children have also had some homework about this, so it will 

be lovely to see the extra things they have found out about their chosen European country at home. 

 

We hope that the children have been coming home buzzing about our new sports provision on a Thursday 

afternoon. 3/4B have been really getting into their swimming at the Xcel Centre and the new dance and 

gymnastics sessions based at school have been a great success. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and if you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me or 

one of the 3/4 team. 

 
Mrs Balmer (Assistant Headteacher) 
 

      

Year 5 and 6 
This half term we are basing a lot of our work around the story ‘Pig Heart Boy’ by Malorie Blackman for our 

topic ‘Bodyworks’. Both Years 5 and 6 have written formal letters of complaint based around our work on the 

novel "Pig heart boy". The children have used a range of techniques to create a really powerful letter to the 

Editor of The Daily Press, expressing strong disapproval about an article published about Cameron, the main 

character. This letter has been a fantastic opportunity for children to write in a more formal tone with 

standard English, powerful vocabulary choices and emotive language.  

 

During afternoon sessions, we have learned about the digestive system; the function of each of the organs and 

how the digestive system links to the nutrients being transferred through the blood- the scientific 

understanding of some of the children was fantastic. Last week we focused largely on art: we used digital 

photography to look at facial features, created some very detailed and fantastic sketches of facial features 

and then combined the digital photography and sketching skills to create some facial collages using a range of 

media and skills.  

 

Year 5 have been carrying out a range of missions with Commando Joe, really focusing on collaboration through 

the building of shelters in our Forest School area. They evaluated their designs and the following week were 

able to build much improved structures.  

 

I’d like to thank Mrs Jeffrey and the choir for their beautiful performance in the achievement assembly. 

They’d visited young voices a couple of weeks ago and shared some of their favourite parts and a song with the 

whole school. Staff, children and visitors alike were all blown away- you should all feel incredibly proud of 

yourselves.  

 

 
   
Mrs Taylor (Assistant Headteacher)  
 


