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Welcome to the first newsletter of 2019 and may I wish you all a happy new year!  I would 
like to extend a warm welcome to our new families that have started with us this term.  
We have now welcomed over 40 new families to school since September – this is wonderful 
news for school as our reputation as a warm, caring community school is meaning that 
many families are choosing to come and learn at Charter Primary School.  I would also like 
to welcome Mrs Csilla Farkas who has joined 2M as their teaching assistant.  Mrs Farkas is a 
qualified teacher and an experienced teacher of English as an additional language so I am 
sure that you will agree with me that she is a very welcome addition to our school. 
 
This term sees many exciting opportunities for our children and families.  The first 
development is that we will be introducing a Charter Family Play session for children under 
4 every Thursday from 9.15am until 10.15am.  This means that you can drop your older 
children off at school and then go for a cuppa and have a chat with some other 
parents/carers while you play with your under 4s.  If you are interested in this, look out for 
the flyer that will be coming home this week.  I am delighted that we have been able to 
set this up as it is something close to my own heart as I found play sessions really helpful to 
go to before my own daughter started school. 
 
Members of the senior leadership team from Wyken Croft will be joining us at school on 
Tuesday and Wednesday this week as part of our annual review to look at ways to 
improve as well as celebrate what we are doing well.  You are very likely to see some of 
them in the playground before school on these days. 
 
Mrs Balmer, Miss Lee and I have been reviewing the quality of the sports provision in Key 
Stage 2 and we have decided to make some small changes in order to ensure that the 
children are able to receive the highest quality sports education possible.  Mrs Balmer will 
be sending a letter home in the next few days to clarify any changes in arrangements.  I am 
absolutely sure that the changes and additions will be really enjoyed by the children! 
 
Finally, as we approach the season for colder weather, just a reminder to check 
your phones for text messages, the school website, local media or 
www.coventry.gov.uk/schoolclosures to check whether school is open or closed.  I 
will endeavour to make a timely decision but the safety of children and staff will 
be my priority.   
 
 
 
   
Mrs Stewart, 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
I am sure that you will have seen many of our children wearing their 100% attendance badges with pride.  We have 
started afresh this term so that if your child is in school every day in spring term, they will get a badge at Easter. 
 
Currently, our whole school attendance is on 94.8%.  Whilst we are improving every day, we still need to make sure that 
everybody is in school every day so that we can achieve our target of 96% 
 
School starts at 8.45am and the classroom doors will close at 8.55am so that learning can go on uninterrupted.  If you 
arrive from 8.55am onwards, please use the main entrance. If you are struggling to get to school for 8.45, please let 
myself or the pastoral team know and we can have a chat about how we can support you. 

 

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/schoolclosures


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Phoenix Nursery  

In the two year old room the children have been reading ‘Barry the fish with fingers’ by Sue Hendra and exploring 2D 

shapes. In the story Barry finds lots of shapes including circles, triangles and squares. He also uses the language of size to 

compare the shapes. The children have been practising using mathematical language when talking about what they can see 

for example, big circle or small triangle. 

In the three year old room the children have been exploring winter and thinking about the clothes that we wear in winter. 

They read the story ‘One Snowy Night’ by Nick Butterworth and thought about how we keep warm in winter.  They then 

sorted clothes into clothes for hot weather and clothes for cold weather. They have enjoyed learning lots of new 

vocabulary.  

Charter Nursery 

You might have noticed that in Charter Nursery we have lots of newly coiffured hair. The children showed an interest in 

hairstyles so we have created our own role play hairdressers. The children are really enjoying creating new styles. 

We have also been exploring winter and in particular what happens to birds at this time of year. We made bird feeders and 

have learned the names of some common British birds. Perhaps you could enjoy bird spotting with your child. 

RW and R/1B 

We have been exploring winter and we went on a winter walk. We could really see the changes from our last walk in the 

autumn to now. We found lots of bare trees and it was very chilly.  

The Reception children have read the story ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Tim Jeffers. The story is about a little boy who wants 

to catch a star to be his friend. We have learned lots of new vocabulary from this book including, ‘lasso’ and have tried very 

hard to include these words in our talk and in our writing. 

The Year One children have read the story ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ by Claire Freedman and have designed their own aliens. 

They then created their own alien adventures. 

Just a reminder 

If your child has borrowed school clothes please can you make sure you return them. We are running very low on items. We 

want to be sure that we have spare clothes when a child needs them 

 
 
Mrs Tite (Assistant Headteacher) 
 
Years 1 and 2 
The children in 1/2K and 2M are back into the new year with a flying start! They have all been working hard and I have been ever 

so impressed with the progress that is being made, especially in Phonics. Phonics is a method of learning to read words where 

children are taught to read letters or groups of letters by saying the sound(s) they represent. You may know that towards the 

end of Year 1 the children take a Phonics Screening Check. If you are interested in Phonics and want to know more about how to 

help your child then a useful place to look is Oxford Owl online www.oxfordowl.com You can click on Oxford Owl for Home and 

this will take you to free resources to support learning at home. There is a section called Phonics made easy and it includes audio 

and video tips. I hope you find it helpful. 

Last week started with a real bang as there was a crash landing outside of our classrooms! Part of the Forest School area was 

cordoned off with police tape and the children went outside to investigate what had happened. The investigations led some to 

believe a spaceship had crash landed on the school site! Back in class we were introduced to Beegu, a friendly little creature who 

is lost and not supposed to be on Earth. The children are loving this story, written by Alexis Deacon, and would recommend it to 

other children. Manimorrow likes the story because it is set in space and Devon likes it because Beegu is such an interesting and 

different character. William gave the book 5 out of 5 stars! We are still waiting to find out whether Beegu makes it back home to 

her family; we have our fingers crossed that she does!  

Mrs Hart (Deputy Headteacher and Year1/2 Phase Leader) 



 

 

 

 

 

Years 3 and 4 

Phase 3/4 would like to welcome you all back after the holiday and wish you a Happy New Year. It has 

been wonderful to see all the children back in and ready to learn. This term we want to really focus on 

the children reading for pleasure. Please can you make sure that your child brings their reading book 

to and from school every day along with their reading diary. It would be great if we could see 

comments or reviews from them in their diary and we will be holding a weekly prize draw for the best 

reading diary brought into school. 

Kingswood is fast approaching and we have had a couple of last minute requests for children to go. 

Please make sure your requests go through our school office, so that I can check if there are any 

remaining places. If you already have a place, please ensure that all Edvis and medical forms are in by 

the end of this week.  If you have any concerns over payment, please do not hesitate to speak to 

either myself or Mrs Stewart. 

We are introducing more after school clubs, so please look out for letters regarding these and get 

your children’s in quickly for a first come first served place. 

If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to speak to me or one of the Y3/4 team. 
 
Mrs Balmer (Assistant Headteacher) 
 
 

Year 5 and 6 
 This half term we are basing a lot of our work around the story ‘Pig Heart Boy’ by Malorie Blackman for our 
topic ‘Bodyworks’. During English the children have written some very emotive and powerful diary pieces 
as the main character from the book, these have been really impressive and shown a good understanding 
of how the character is feeling from time spent reading the book.  
 
During afternoon sessions, the children have been looking very closely at the human body and 
concentrating on the circulatory system. The children have been fascinated by the heart: researching, 
watching videos and discovering how the heart works- as a result they have written some fantastic 
explanation texts to show their understanding.  We then went on to conduct an investigation to explore 
the impact of exercise on the heart rate. First of all, it meant finding a pulse- which proved trickier for 
some than others. We made predictions, did a practical investigation and the children formed some very 
clear conclusions of their findings.  
 
During phase assembly we have concentrated on responsibility. We have discussed the children being 
responsible for their own things; ensuring they have PE kit (both swimming and sports), reading books, 
home reading diaries and coats each day and other general things like these. Please encourage your child 
to be organised in having these things ready for school, it does impact on the day and learning when they 
do not have the correct equipment.  
 
Finally, I like to wish Mrs Jeffrey and the choir children from years 5 and 6 good look at Young Voices this 
week. They have been practising hard and sound fantastic.  I’m sure they’ll have an amazing evening and 
hopefully we can get some highlights and their favourite songs shared in assemblies in the coming weeks.  
 
   
Mrs Taylor (Assistant Headteacher)  
 


