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Bonjour! 
 
It has been lovely to return to school after our week long residential in France with some of 
our Year 6 children.  Although, I think I have returned to winter rather than summer with 
the amount of rain we have had!  The children were a delight to spend time with in 
France; every single one of them achieved something they did not know they were capable 
of and their behaviour throughout the week encapsulated our seven steps beautifully.  The 
collective “wow!” when we saw the Eiffel Tower for the first time will be a memory that 
stays with me.   
 
I have been working with Wyken Croft for much of this week and it has been a joy to hear 
their children asking me when they can get together with Charter children again.  The 
bonds the children have made during residentials and trips in all year groups are truly 
lasting. 
 
Mrs Hart has been working with the Year 1 children and a number of Year 2 children this 
week to complete the phonics screening check.  The children’s attitude has been super and I 
am excited to see the results of our relentless focus on phonics this year.  Of course, the little 
sweet treat at the end of the test may have helped! 
 
As the weather has taken us all by surprise, please make sure that the children are sent to 
school with appropriate footwear and a coat so that they can play outside as much as 
possible. 
 
As I am sure you are aware, there has been a significant, very sad, event in the local 
community this week.  Our heart-felt condolences go out to all those affected.  Please, 
please can I ask you to ensure the safety of your children by ensuring you know exactly 
where they are at all times and keeping younger children with a trusted adult.  If you have 
concerns, please do not hesitate to come and talk to either Mrs Hagyard or Mrs Morris. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Canley Big Lunch (1 til 4pm) tomorrow.  Our 
Gardening Club have been growing tomato and pea plants which will be sold at the event. 
 
Mrs Stewart 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

Phoenix Nursery 

Attendance 
 
Currently, our whole school attendance is on 94.5%.  Please support us to raise attendance in school.  It is so important 
that the children attend school on time every day so that they can achieve their best and have a fantastic future. 
 
This fortnight’s attendance winners: 6T for both weeks 98.9%  
This fortnight’s most improved attendance: 3/4B up by 5.1% and 3/4W up by 7.5% 
 
If you need any support at all in getting your children to school, please contact the pastoral team (Mrs Hagyard and Mrs 
Morris) who will be more than happy to have a chat about how we can work together. 

 



 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Phoenix Nursery 

Thank you to the parents who came to support our Open Morning on a very dark and 

rainy Saturday morning. We have places available for September - so please spread the 

word. 

In the two year old room we have been sharing the story of ‘The Animal 

Bop’ by Jan Ormerod. We have further enhanced our role-play area by 

using real objects and the children have been fantastic at handling them 

carefully. 

We would welcome any donations of outgrown clothing as we are running low in our 

spare clothes box. Thank you. 

In the three year old room the children have been sharing ‘Oliver’s Fruit Salad’ and 

‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ by Vivian French.  

Charter Nursery 

In Nursery we have been reading the ebook ‘The Cautious 

Caterpillar’, thinking about changes, and growing up. We have 

made butterfly prints and have thought about the life cycle of a butterfly. 

RW  

In Reception we went on a minibeast hunt where we found ants, 

ladybirds, bees and lots of woodlice. We practised recording our 

results in a table where we noted which minibeast we found and where we found it. We 

then sorted minibeasts into has legs/has no legs. We now know that a caterpillar has up 

to 16 legs! We have also learnt what makes an insect an insect – ask your child about 

this.  

Mrs Tite (EYFS Assistant Head Teacher) 

Years 1 and 2 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/early-years-science-investigation/early-years-life-processes-and-living-things/early-years-animals


The Wriggle Dance Company have been busy working with Key Stage 

One. They have held workshops and last week I was lucky enough to go 

in and watch. The dance company performed for the children and 

asked for their feedback. The children thoroughly enjoyed it. In fact, 

they were mesmerised by what they were watching and the hall 

was full of smiles and giggles. Feedback from the children included 

‘Amazing guitar and moves’ and ‘That was magic.’ The performance 

ended with every child joining in which was an absolute delight to watch. If they haven’t already 

told you please ask your children about what was in the boxes. I thought they were very brave 

putting their hands in without knowing what was inside! 

Last week also saw the children learning outside, in somewhat nicer weather conditions! They were 

working in ICT, programming Bee-Bots. Using the Bee-Bots enabled the children to describe position, 

direction and movement. They were particularly focusing on using the commands forwards, 

backwards, left and right. The children used chalk to draw out some pathways 

on the playground. They even had a go at programming each other to follow 

the routes! 

A couple of dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 25th June – Weston Super-Mare seaside trip 

Monday 1st July (afternoon) – Sports Day 

Please speak to myself or your child’s class teacher if you have any questions about these events. 

Mrs Hart (Deputy Head Teacher and Key Stage One Leader) 

Years 3 and 4 

We have had so much going on in 3-4 over the last couple of weeks. We have continued 

our Romans topic. The children have written some character descriptions, made 

interesting predictions and used their grammar skills to continue the story. The 

children have even had a chance to learn Roman dancing in their dance sessions. The 

Wasps have been coming in on a Wednesday afternoon and the children have had the 

chance to learn about healthy lifestyles and enjoy more Tag Rugby. Thank you to all 

parents that have remembered the correct kit for all our exciting PE sessions on a 

Wednesday and Thursday. In Maths, we have been focussing on all the children learning 

all the times tables up to 12x12. The children will be bringing home times table 

homework every Friday and we would like to thank you in advance for all your support 

with this. 

 
Mrs Balmer (Assistant Head Teacher Years 3 and 4 Leader) 

 
Years 5 and 6 
 
In the last few weeks we have had many of our year 6 children out of school on residential 
trips. It has been a privilege to spend the week with the children; they have given all tasks 



their all, collaborated fantastically with staff and children from Wyken and been absolute 
ambassadors for our school. It is safe to say staff and children from both the Butlins and 
Paris trips all had a fantastic time.  
 
This week in English, we have started working on Macbeth, a Shakespeare story rewritten 
by Andrew Matthews and Tony Ross. The children have been hooked from the first session 
of exploring the front cover. Throughout the story we have seen plotting, twists and turns 
and plenty of excitement. The work as a result of this has been of a really high quality and 
the children seem very proud of the standard of work they have produced. We now look 
forward to continuing the book and following the twists and turns of a Shakespeare story.  
 
In year 6, we have continued working on our topic, Fragile Planet. We have researched 
some natural disasters including earthquakes, avalanches and landslides. In the afternoons 
children have written diaries as a survivor from the Rigopiano Avalanche in Italy (January 
2017), as well as designing our own earthquake proof buildings.  
 
In Year 5 this week, we have continued our work on North America. We have placed all the 
states on a map and have researched the size and population of each. The children have 
researched, using search engines.  
During our French lessons, we have been learning the French words associated with the 
different seasons of the year. The children have really enjoying practising these and playing 
games to reinforce their learning.  
We would encourage all children to log onto their Times Table Rock stars account to build 
on and reinforce their learning. Times Tables are the foundation to many Mathematical 
concepts! 
 

   
 
 
 
Mrs Taylor (Assistant Head Teacher Years 5 and 6 Leader) 
 
 

 
 

 


